44                          CLEMENCEAU
Then, when M. Ernest Lafont pressed him on the
point: c I am convinced that the Government will keep
the promise which It has just made and carry It out In
circumstances where the long detention of the prisoners
who have been mentioned . . /
M. RENE RENOULT : * I said " a most sympathetic
spirit!9;
And the Officiel's report ends abruptly : * M. le Presi-
dent : " No one else wishes to speak ? " y
No one!
On the 2 znd of August, 1924, the newspapers
announced c Cottin was set free yesterday/
It was all quite meaningless. Four and a half years in
prison for having tried to kill the man who had saved his
country.